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Legion of Merit – Operation Market Garden  

Only such award the 508th PIR made to an enlisted man or noncommissioned officer during WWII 
 

Triple Combat Infantry Badge Recipient  
One of only 324 Soldiers in American History 

 
82nd Airborne Division All American Hall of Fame – Class of 2019  

One of only 57 Members elected from the hundreds of thousands who have served in  
the famed 82nd Airborne Division 
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LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm 
 

Application for Induction into the 82nd Airborne Division Hall of Fame 
 
 
 
  



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Robert E. Chisolm 
 
An original World War II Paratrooper, Bob Chisolm made combat jumps into 
Normandy on D-Day and into Holland during Operation Market Garden, then 
fought courageously in the Battle of the Bulge.  He was wounded in all three 
actions and evacuated from both France and Belgium.  As a Corporal, he was 
awarded the Legion of Merit for inspiring performance of duty in Holland. In a 29-
year distinguished Army career, he led in combat in both Korea and Vietnam, 
becoming one of 324 soldiers to earn three Combat Infantry Badges.  Later, Bob 
pursued a successful business career and then dedicated himself to veterans’ 
organizations including his beloved Benavidez-Patterson Chapter of the 82nd 
Airborne Division Association, cementing his legacy through scholarship programs 
at the Chapter and also at the University of Texas El Paso.      
 
 
  



Executive Summary 
 
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has made exceptional contributions to the 82nd 
Airborne Division, to American society, and to the greater World.   
 

• Fought valiantly with the 82nd Airborne Division, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, in 
Normandy, Eastern Holland and the Ardennes. 

• Suffered serious head and shoulder injury in Normandy, flak injury to his eye and 
forehead when jumping into Holland, and severe injury to his neck and left thigh in the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

• As a Corporal, took charge of 80+ men in Holland and earned a Legion of Merit Award. 
• As a 2nd Lieutenant, commanded L Company, 31st Infantry, 7th Infantry Division in one 

of the last major combat actions in Korea.  Earned battlefield promotion to 1st 
Lieutenant.  Suffered ruptured ear drum due to direct artillery fire. 

• Completed classified assignments in Vietnam during 1963 including six months as 
advisor to the 45th Vietnamese Infantry Regiment, where he earned his third Combat 
Infantry Badge. 

• One of only 324 Soldiers to have been awarded three (3) Combat Infantry Badges. 
• Completed additional classified assignments in Thailand during 1966-1968. 
• Medically-retired in 1971 after serving as Chief, War Games Branch, Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 
• Earned a myriad of Awards and Decorations during his 29-year Army Career, including: 

Combat Infantry Badge with 2 Stars; Legion of Merit with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters; Purple 
Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters; and Bronze Star. 

• Upon retiring from the U.S. Army, pursued successful business careers in cattle ranching, 
clothing resale, industrial wiping cloths and real estate.  Successfully transitioned 
businesses to new local ownership upon retirement. 

• Long-time contributor of substantial time, energy, executive leadership and financial 
support to several Veterans Organizations, including being a Charter Member of El 
Paso’s Benavidez-Patterson “All Airborne” Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division 
Association and a Sustaining Member of the Family and Friends of the 508th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment Association. 

• Major legacies include the well-funded Benavidez-Patterson Chapter’s Scholarship 
Program and the Dawn Chisolm-Doyle Memorial Music Scholarship Fund at the 
University of Texas El Paso.     

  



Executive Summary (continued) 
 
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has throughout his life exhibited the best qualities 
and characteristics of the 82nd Airborne Division. 
 

• Selfless service to the Nation and the greater World as evidenced by a distinguished 29-
year Army career despite several serious combat injuries. 

• Perseverance in combat against daunting environmental factors and enemy forces. 
• Leadership on the battlefield beyond one’s rank. 
• Unwavering dedication towards and love of family 
• Volunteerism and charity surrounding time, energy and financial commitments to 

Veterans Organizations and Scholarship Programs. 
• Listener-type Leadership as a Coach/Advisor to Non-Profit Boards of Directors. 
• Humility as a soldier and as a person. 
• Dedication to “Airborne All the Way” and “Preserving the Legacy”. 

 
 
  







 





  
 

In Lieu of Flowers, Please Consider Donating to Bob Chisolm’s Most-Prized Charity: 
 

DAWN CHISOLM-DOYLE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

A 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Non-Profit Educational Fund 
 

Mail Checks to: Richard Doyle, Chairperson 
     Dawn Chisolm-Doyle Memorial Scholarship Fund 
     PO Box 1151 
     Santa Teresa NM  88008-1151 
 
         OR 
 
     Pay by VENMO at RICHARD-DOYLE-5 
 
 
 
 

Anthony, New Mexico – October 2021 
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